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It is with deep sense of gratitude for the providential
care of the Almighty and great appreciation for the hard work
of my colleagues, that | address the well wishers of Neethi
Vedhi. We started our journey in 2003 to empower the
marginalized sections of society who are survivors of
exploitation and abuse, especially adivasis, women and
children. Human right befriending is our strategy to ensure
justice and peace to our stake holders. Legal support and
mediation are being used as tools to resolve conflicts.

The human right situation in our target areas today is not
the same comparing to two decades ago. There are hundreds
of adivasi youth who have emerged as leaders capable of
taking care of the issues of their community besides their
own personal needs. The women empowerment has been
continuously improving. There is greater consciousness of
child rights not only among students butin the larger society.
It is the result of the hard work of different agencies,
government departments and other organizations. Neethi
Vedhi has certainly contributed in this process of human right
empowerment in the society.

As Neethi Vedhi completes two decades of human right
interventions, we realize that our path is far ahead. Our goals
are still challenging. The situations of marginalized groups
have not improved to the level we had envisioned when we
initiated Neethi Vedhi. There is much more 10 be
accomplished. It needs hard work, greater support from our
well wishers and more resources. Let us strive together with
more commitment to fulfill our dreams for a better tomorrow
when the dignity and human rights of everyone is respected
and recognized.

Adv. Fr. Stephen Mathew
President, Neethi Vedhi/_=
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eethi Vedhi is a human rlght organization initiated to cater

= empowerment__ 'of’adivasis J¥women, children yeand thew

Cmarginalized sections of the society. It was a‘ spontaneous outcomeyls

H ] Muthanga incident. In 2003, around 400 landless ad1vas1s
different parts of Wayanad district occupled Muthanga,,iores an
started experimenting the traditional adivasi 1ndwellmg"§ystem in.
. line with the PESA Act. Mr Geethanandhan and Ms Janu were thé
-“#%-top_leaders for this venture. It was a response to the indifference of }

" the State Government for allotting land to the landless tribals as per /-
the popular Adivasi Agreement in 2001. The government forcefully
evicted the adivasis from Muthanga forest in 2003. As a result of the - -
conflict between government machinery and adivasis, an adivasi . .
elder (Mr Jogy) and a policeman (Mr Vinod) lost their life. There -
was widespread attack on all adivasis irrespective of  their:
participation in the Muthanga struggle. Socially = spirited:
organizations and individuals came together to protect the basi :
human rights of adivasis. Neethi Vedhi was formed as “an’
organization at the request of social workers involved i in supporting
the adivasis immediately after the Muthanga struggle'

of social and legal interventions for" the' v1ct1ms/surx1vorsf '(;q
ifro

Adv. Fr. Thomas Joseph and Adv Fr Stephen Mathew
initiative to reallze the formatlon of Neethi Vedhi in 2003 Th :

the legal office of Neethi Vedhi. Thereafter Neethi. Ved !1
providing free legal help to adivasis, women, chlldreri\ and '
marginalized people. sl D &



S The organ1zat10n was registered as per Socwtle‘s Registration
ct as on_.24th December 2003. Prof. P J Thomas was the first
resident #Adv Fr Stephen Mathew was the first Secretary cum
YExecutive Difector. -
o & ,‘jNeethi} Vedhi organized number of awareness programs with
("] “support. of NGOs, Kudumbasree and other organizations
3 / regardmg adivasi and women friendly laws. From 2005 onwards
i/ A -Nee hi Vedhi initiated student empowerment programs in various
. .schools to help the students to become aware of child rights and
Ppossible child abuses. From 2013 onwards Neethi Vedhi took
" special interest in organizing remedial classes in selected hamlets
- and monthly residential camps for adivasi students. Adivasi youth
" were given special trainings from 2014 onwards. Cultural troupe
was formed to perform street theatre in hamlets addressing issues
affecting adivasis in tribal language. Documentaries were prepared
to promote adivasi education, culture and trad1t10ns of Pamya’
community. nzle s it

From 2006 onwards Neethi Vedhi is rendering the 'sefvicé‘-(l)% u_':,‘
Psychological counselors to provide emotional support ,’to the .
survivors of abuse and Domestic Vlolence o

From 2007 onwards Mensen Met een Missie is supp.gf{ing \
Neethi Vedhi by prov1d1ng necessary funds _ for the ad1vas1

official Service Provider recognized by Social Justice Dep art

the survivors of Domestic Violence.



fter 2017 Neethi Vedhi had to limit activ ‘fvolvement to

WaYanad and Malappuram district due to scarcity of fund support.

tFrom 202070nwards Neethi Vedhi is functioning gctwely only in

Wayan d dlStI‘ICL :

' orm/zatlon “which can be approached without fear of
| “exploitation. The government departments have also approved the

< service of Neethi Vedhi, especially for adivasis and women.

s : ._ The action research studies addressing serious issues of
~adivasis and women conducted by Neethi Vedhi helped various
stake holders to initiate measures to resolve the issues affecting
them. Various leaflets and handbooks were prepared and
distributed at large scale regarding beneficial legislations and'
schemes to support adivasis, women and children. Y

Mediation and out of court settlements were used as .
strategies to resolve issues and conflicts from the very beginning -
of Neethi Vedhi. Cases are filed in the court only if the mediation
attempts for amicable settlement between the parties fail. Public
Interest Litigations (PIL) were filed in the Kerala High Court on"A% &
grievous matters affecting large number of adivasis. From 2018 ¥
onwards Neethi Vedhi initiated Peace committees at Panché
level and harmony clubs for women, youth and children to ensure |
peaceful coexistence between people from d1fferent re11 10n§ nd
communities. ]

women and children.
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